










The Living Landscape, by Rick
Darke and Doug Tallamy
Two of the most highly respected
plantspersons in North America
created The Living Landscape,
Designing for beauty and
biodiversity in the home garden, a
gorgeous but practical guide to
tending the land on which we
garden. Rick Darke is a noted
photographer, botanist and
landscape ethicist. Doug Tallamy
is Professor in the Department of
Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at
University of Delaware. He’s a
leader in creating awareness of
native plant species. Georgie
Kennedy

Northeast Foraging, by Leda
Meredith
 “An invaluable guide for the
feast in the East. With Leda
Meredith as your trusted guide you
will learn how to safely find and
identify an abundance of delicious
wild plants. The plant profiles in
Northeast Foraging include clear,
color photographs, identification
tips, guidance on how to ethically
harvest, and suggestions for
eating and preserving. A handy
seasonal planner details which
plants are available during every
season. Thorough, comprehensive,
and safe, this is a must-have for
foragers in New York, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Delaware, and Rhode
Island.” From the publisher.

What Can You Win? 



In 2023, I did a test study of this idea in Roselle Park (a very
densely populated borough in Union County). 

How many different life forms were living in a very small suburban
yard? It didn’t seem like much space at all. The location was

crammed between a railroad line and a busy street with a noisy auto
body shop and other businesses competing for limited space. 
I didn’t think I would find much - but I was so very wrong. 

First, the results...175 species observed!

Case Study: Roselle Park
By: Kristina Necovska

But out of all of these there was one very surprising
find...



I am pretty familiar with the common eastern bumblebee but
during this study I noticed something unusual... a bee I had

never seen before.

The Golden Northern Bumblebee

The Northern Golden Bumblebee,
(Bombus fervidus) is a species of
North American bumblebee. In the
eastern United States and Canada,
the golden bumblebee is an
important and highly efficient
pollinator. It can pollinate up to
44 flowers in one minute! 

It is estimated that 49% of this
species’ population has been lost
already. Besides reducing use of
pesticides and herbicides, you can
help by planting a variety of
regionally native wildflowers. This
species prefers to nest in grass,
old mouse nests or on the surface of
the ground. Its historic habitats
consisted of tall grass grasslands,
old meadows, prairies and other open
grasslands.  

Sadly, like many native bees the golden bumble bee is experiencing
a rapid decline in its native habitat. This species is listed as
endangered in many New England states, listed on the vulnerable
list in New York and Pennsylvania and notably this species is not
ranked for conservation yet in New Jersey. And here it was,
foraging in a clover between a Conrail line and an autobody shop.
  

It is a long tongued bee and its preferred forage are deep tubular
flowers such as members of the pea family. It also likes Astragalus,
Cirsium, Helianthus, Lonicera, Monarda, Penstemon, Trifolium, and Vicia
(Williams et al. 2014). 

Proof that you can find something very rare and special right
living right under your nose!
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